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August 18, 2022
 

FCC Opens Proceeding on Innovation and Transformation
in the Space Economy
 
 
On August 5, 2022, the Federal Communications Commission
("FCC"), the U.S. satellite and space regulator, opened a proceeding
on innovation and transformation in the space economy. A copy of the
FCC Notice of Inquiry ("NOI"), FCC NOI 22-66, can be found Here.
The NOI, a less formal, earlier stage proceeding than situations in
which the FCC has a specific new regulation or rule in mind and
issues a "Notice of Proposed Rulemaking," or "NPRM," addresses the
technological, economic and policy aspects of in-space servicing,
assembly and manufacture, or "ISAM." ISAM includes in-space
refueling, repair and other servicing of manned and unmanned
satellites and space vehicles; assembly of components into larger on-
orbit vehicles like space stations; space debris removal; and materials
manufacture and transformation in space, which of course includes
near-vacuum and zero-gravity conditions difficult to achieve on
Earth. ISAM has implications for spacecraft life extension; orbital
debris mitigation and remediation; human and robotic access to
space and extraterrestrial bodies; climate change mitigation; and
national security implications, as increasing numbers of countries gain
access to space.
 

The NOI is intended to dovetail with the National Science and
Technology Council/White House Office of Science and Technology
Policy's April 2022 ISAM strategy report, available Here. The "New
Space" era has exploded coincident with the new century; in the last
approximately 20 years, private commercial satellites and space
operators and service providers, satellite prime and subsystem
manufacturers and launch and ground service providers have started
a new space revolution. The NOI seeks public comment as to how the
FCC may update, clarify and modify its satellite and space rules,
spectrum and frequency allocations and licensing procedures to

https://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-opens-proceeding-servicing-assembly-manufacturing-space-0
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/04-2022-ISAM-National-Strategy-Final.pdf
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support and facilitate that revolution and ISAM missions particularly,
while reducing barriers to entry. 
 

Public comments to the NOI are requested by 45 days following
publication in the Federal Register. If you are interested in
commenting on the FCC's NOI, or for information on our professional
services, please visit our website at the button link below and contact
us at info@kurtinlaw.com or +1.212.554.3373.
 
Owen D. Kurtin

 

Kurtin PLLC, a New York City-based law firm, focuses on corporate, commercial and
regulatory representation in the Biotechnology & Life Sciences, Communications & Media,
Information Technologies & Internet, Satellites & Space and Venture Capital & Private
Equity sectors. Since our founding in 2008, we have represented clients in over forty
countries on six continents and across the United States on transactional and dispute
resolution matters. Among our key values, none rank higher than creative and
individualized solutions to business issues, absolute client discretion and unsurpassed
responsiveness.
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 The materials contained in this message and website pages, whitepapers, advisories and other items
directly linked to it have been prepared for general informational purposes only and should not be
construed or relied upon as legal advice or a legal opinion on any specific facts and circumstances. The
publication and dissemination, including on-line, of these materials and receipt, review, response to or
other use of them does not create or constitute an attorney-client relationship.
 
To ensure compliance with requirements imposed by the Internal Revenue Service, we inform you that
any tax advice contained in this communication (including any attachments) was not intended or written
to be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose of (i) avoiding tax-related penalties under the Internal
Revenue Code or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to another party any tax-related matter(s)
addressed herein.
 
These materials may contain attorney advertising. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome.
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