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March 10, 2023

FCC Spectrum Auction Authority Lapses Under
Congressional Inaction

On March 10, the Federal Communications Commission's ("FCC")
authority to conduct wireless spectrum auctions lapsed for the first
time since the FCC began conducting auctions, as Congress failed to
renew its authority. Spectrum auctions have become an indispensable
tool for the FCC to allocate electromagnetic spectrum for terrestrial
and satellite wireless uses, assuring both allocation of spectrum fairly
to industry participants and that commercial entities seeking spectrum
licenses have enough "skin in the game" to assure they will work
expeditiously to roll out services based on the licensed spectrum they
bid on and paid for. The U.S. Supreme Court has ruled that while
spectrum itself is a public good and not property, licenses to use
spectrum are property that can be owned, commercially exploited and
transferred. Spectrum auctions are critical for 5G rollout, for example.

FCC Chairwoman Jessica Rosenworcel said in a statement: "To date,
the FCC has held 100 auctions and has raised more than $233 billion
in revenues and unlocked extraordinary benefits for the American
people. It is my hope that the FCC's auction authority is restored
quickly." 
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please visit our website at the button link below and contact us at +1.212.554.3373
or info@kurtinlaw.com.
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﻿The materials contained in this message and website pages, whitepapers, advisories and other items
directly linked to it have been prepared for general informational purposes only and should not be
construed or relied upon as legal advice or a legal opinion on any specific facts and circumstances. The
publication and dissemination, including on-line, of these materials and receipt, review, response to or
other use of them does not create or constitute an attorney-client relationship.

To ensure compliance with requirements imposed by the Internal Revenue Service, we inform you that
any tax advice contained in this communication (including any attachments) was not intended or written
to be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose of (i) avoiding tax-related penalties under the Internal
Revenue Code or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to another party any tax-related matter(s)
addressed herein.

These materials may contain attorney advertising. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome.
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